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• Use this item for 
personal/student use in a 
single classroom.

• Purchase licenses at a big 
discount for others to use 
this resource.

• Enjoy this product for 
years to come (check 
back for updated 
versions). 

• Give this item to your 
friends or colleagues.

• Copy this item for use by 
others.

• Post this item on a website 
for download. This includes 
personal websites, district 
websites, Amazon Inspire, 
etc.

• Post this item or any like 
copy for sale or for free.
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All rights reserved. Purchase of this unit entitles the purchaser the right to 
reproduce the pages in limited quantities for single classroom use only.  
Duplication for an entire school, an entire school system or commercial 
purposes is strictly forbidden without written permission from the publisher. 

Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form 
(even a personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden and is a violation of 
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). These items can be picked up in 
a google search and then shared worldwide for free.
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The sun is located at the center of the solar system. It is a 
gigantic ball of gas that lights up and provides heat to Earth. 

The earth is closest to the sun around January 2nd, and 
farthest away from the sun around July 2nd of each year.

The Sun
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Mercury is the closest planet to the sun. The planet is small 
and rocky. It has lots of craters, much like the earth’s moon. 

The craters were caused by many volcanic eruptions. 
Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar system. 

Mercury
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Venus is the second planet from the sun. This planet is the 
hottest because heat from the sun is trapped by fast 

moving clouds. Venus is sometimes referred to as the 
“morning star” or “evening star” because it can be seen 

shining brightly at dawn and dusk.

Venus
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Earth is the third planet from the sun in our solar system. 
It is the only known planet that is suitable to support life. 
Earth is the fifth largest planet and it has its own moon. 

The earth’s axis is tilted and this is what gives us the four 
seasons – winter, spring, summer, and autumn.

Earth
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Mars, also known as the “red planet”, is the fourth planet 
from the sun. It is about half the size of the earth and has a 
dry, rocky surface that is mostly covered in dust. Mars has 

two small moons – Phobos and Deimos.

Mars
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Jupiter is the fifth planet from the sun and it is the largest in 
the solar system. The surface has visible bands that go all the 
way around. There are at least 39 moons in Jupiter’s orbit. 

Jupiter is composed mostly of gas and it is extremely magnetic. 

Jupiter
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Saturn is the sixth planet from the sun. Its rings were 
discovered in 1610 by Galileo. Saturn is the second largest 

planet in the solar system. It’s so large that 764 Earths 
could fit inside of it! Saturn has at least 61 moons, although 

some are quite small.

Saturn



© Elle Madison

Uranus is the seventh planet from the sun. Its blue color 
comes from the methane gas in its atmosphere. All of the 

moons of Uranus are named after characters in plays 
written by William Shakespeare.

Uranus
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Neptune is the eighth planet from the sun. Just like Uranus, 
Neptune gets its blue color from methane gas in its 

atmosphere. This planet has a system of thin rings made of 
ice particles. Neptune sometimes has a dark spot which is a 

huge area of storms. 

Neptune
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For many years Pluto was considered to be the ninth planet 
from the sun. In 2006, it was reclassified as a dwarf planet. 
Because it is so far away from Earth, it is difficult to make 

observations about Pluto. The strongest of telescopes 
show that Pluto is brown with a yellowish tint. 

Pluto
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